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	Gardens and allotments


	What are gardens and allotments ?


Gardens and allotments are those areas of land which are individually managed for personal gain or enjoyment, i.e. not parks or golf courses which are classified under parks and amenity grassland.

Gardens can include a wide variety of habitats such as trees, areas of grass, flower and shrub borders, water features, vegetable and fruit production. Most of these habitats occur in fairly small amounts but the mixture produces an intimate mosaic of habitats which can be exploited by a number of species. These include song thrush, blackbird, robin, hedgehog, bats, frog, toad and newts, as well as butterflies such as red admiral, peacock and small tortoiseshell.    

Gardens can provide a range of habitats which support a number of resident species with adequate supplies of summer and winter food, as well as resting and breeding sites. In addition, gardens can also be very important as a transitory home in the lifecycle of migratory species,    e.g. the concept of "fuelling stations", where fruiting shrubs provide an important but temporary food supply for birds. 

Allotments normally occur in designated areas with anything from 10 to 100 individually managed small plots of land. An allotment is defined as “wholly or mainly cultivated by the occupier for the production of fruit and vegetables for consumption by himself and his family” (Allotments Act 1925). Allotments are frequently used for vegetable production but can include flowers, shrubs and areas of grass. The more open nature of allotments can be less inviting than many gardens but the variety of plants present still provide valuable food sources for many species.

	Where are they found in the uk?


Gardens and allotments are found across the UK being primarily associated with the distribution of urban habitats, though not exclusively so. Consequently, they are concentrated in lowland areas.

	Why are gardens and allotments of 

	conservation importance?


It has been calculated that the total area of gardens in the UK exceeds that of all the nation’s nature reserves. Gardens and allotments provide an important habitat for many animal species which would normally have prospered in the semi-natural environments of the  rural landscape. The species which benefit most are those which would naturally have exploited the woodland edge. Some species exploit the available conditions to achieve artificially high populations, e.g. foxes.

Recent research has shown that an average sized  garden, managed with conservation in mind, can support up to 3000 different species of plant and  animal.

The song thrush population has declined by over 50% in the last 25 years. The pipistrelle bat is the most common and widespread bat in the UK but surveys suggest a population decline of 70% between 1978 and 1993. Both species are closely associated with gardens.

Because of the close proximity between the human and wild occupiers of allotments and gardens it is easier to intervene in times of crisis, e.g. provision of food during the winter.

	GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS IN THE DURHAM  AREA


	What is the state of gardens and allotments 

	 in the Durham area?


There is little information available giving precise  information on the number and type of gardens and allotments in Durham. The assumption has been made that the hectarage of allotments is stable or decreasing whilst the hectarage of gardens is increasing.

	Where do they occur in the Durham Area?


These habitats are found across the Plan area with greater concentrations in urban areas. Allotments occur in greatest number in the north and east of the Plan and are more associated with the region’s heavy industrial traditions e.g. coal-mining communities.

	THE BIODIVERSITY OF GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS 

	IS at risk from:


Use of herbicides and pesticides, which directly reduce the number of plant and invertebrate species present. These also have consequences for predatory species, e.g. song thrush and hedgehogs being poisoned by consuming slugs and snails which have been killed by slug pellets.

Excessive 'tidiness' removes areas of shelter and food for many species

Disturbance, when too much human activity interferes with the normal life-cycle of species. 

Predation by domestic cats, particularly on birds.

Development leading to loss or separation of habitats.

	THE BIODIVERSITY OF GARDENS AND ALLOTTMENTS 

	benefitS from:


Use of biological controls rather than pesticides and general use of more wildlife-friendly gardening techniques.

Response to adverse conditions, e.g. provision of water in times of drought.

Identification and formation of corridors of habitat for important species.
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	Important species for GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS:


	Hedgehog
	
	Palmate newt
	*

	Red admiral butterfly
	
	Bats
	***

	Small tortoiseshell butterfly
	
	Frog
	*

	Peacock butterfly
	
	Toad
	

	Song thrush
	**
	Fox
	

	Great crested newt
	**
	Blackbird
	

	Smooth newt
	*
	Wren
	

	Robin
	
	
	

	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE BIODIVERSITY OF GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS IN the DURHAM AREA:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Raise awareness of the biodiversity value of gardens and allotments.

	2004

	Target 2
	Enhance the wildlife friendly management of gardens and allotments.

	2004

	Target 3
	Increase the interconnectedness of areas of similar habitats


	ONGOING


	OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO gardens and allotments


	Improved grassland
	*

	Parks and amenity grassland
	*

	Urban habitats
	*

	Built environment 
	



N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 2000.

***  indicates action plan to be produced in 2001
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	gardens and allotments actions



	Action
	date
	Possible partners
	meets



	 Policy and legislation

1. Include the formation and protection of 

    habitat corridors in local plans.

2. Protect and enhance where possible the

    provision of allotments within communities.
	2009

2009
	LAs, DWT

LAs, LA21
	3

2, 3

	 site safeguard and management
3. Provide composting facilities within         communities.
	2004
	LAs, LA21
	2

	Research and monitoring

4. Undertake an audit of the extent of gardens and allotments.

5. Undertake an audit of the biodiversity of    gardens and allotments.

6. Instigate a monitoring scheme of habitat   corridors.

7. Set up a local garden bird monitoring scheme.


	2004

2004

2009

2004
	LAs, LA21

LAs, LA21

LAs, LA21, DBAP

RSPB, LA21, DBAP, BTO,DBC
	1

1

1

1

	ADVISORY

8. Produce best practice sheets on wildlife friendly gardening techniques- e.g.. ‘Song Thrush Friendly Zones’ campaign.

9. Distribute composting leaflets.
	2004

2004
	DBAP, LA21

DWT, LA21
	1, 2

1

	COMMUNICATION AND PUBLICITY

10. Raise awareness of the biodiversity value of  gardens and allotments.

11. Promote responsible cat ownership.

12. Promote wildlife friendly gardening through “Song Thrush Friendly Zones campaign.”
	2004

2004

2004
	DBAP, LA21

DBAP, LA21

DBAP, LA21, RSPB
	1, 2

2

1, 2


